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Indigenous Soccer Cup Promotes Fitness
Kids Put Focus on Fitness

= Indigenous Soccer Cup brirgg&
150 youths from 18 tribes to SF

By VincE KoONG
Journal Staff Writer

On the heels of a visit by Kathleen Sebelius,
secretary of health and human services,
to the Jemez Pueblo in efforts to promote
healthy lifestyles among the American
Indian population, 150 youths from 18
different tribes across five states converged
in Santa Fe for the fourth annual Indlgenous
Soccer Cup on Thursday

And while soccer is still at the forefront
of the four-day event at the Santa Fe Indian
School, which concludes Saturday, the theme
was somethmg much larger.

“We’re trying not to focus so much on the
competitiveness of the game — it’s about
promoting health and wellness in our
native communities,” said JoAnn Melchor,
executive director of Southwest Youth
Services, which is sponsoring the event.

Melchor remembers growing up on the
- : Kewa Pueblo, formerly known as the Santo
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